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Conference for Food Protection and CDC  

Thank you to Dave Gifford, John Gurrisi, Jeff Lineberry and Ernie Julian.  They virtually joined our 

March Environmental Health Services Branch staff meeting that also included many of our CDC food 

and water safety colleagues.  The program examined the conference history and operations and the 

interaction between conference activities and CDC.  This meeting is available for viewing via a 

recorded web meeting. 

Model Aquatic Health Code 

As reported in previous CDC Updates to the Conference, the Model Aquatic Health Code (MAHC) 

which is the first scientifically-based, all-stakeholder developed code is underway.  The MAHC will 

cover aquatic venues from interactive water fountains to water-theme parks.  It is modeled after the 

FDA Food Code and the CDC Vessel Sanitation Program’s Operations Manual.  It is using technical 

committees that are patterned after the Conference for Food Protection’s balanced, transparent, 

inclusive and representative processes.  Designers, builders, operators, and state, local and federal 

public health officials have been developing the code sections over the past two years.  A draft for 

public review and comment is starting to be built out of the work of these committees.   Dr. Michael 

Beach, CDC’s Associate Director of Water, and a partner with CAPT Charles Otto, Innovation Team 

Leader, of the Environmental Health Services Branch on the MAHC. He attended the Providence (RI) 

Biennial Meeting to see first-hand how the conference meeting would be used for regular MAHC 

maintenance, which is another attribute requested by the stakeholders.  More information on the 

MAHC may found on the MAHC web pages. 

Drinking Water Advisory Project 

The Drinking Water Advisory Project is developing and evaluating a protocol to address situations 

that generate either system- or regulatory agency-initiated drinking water advisories.  This is a CDC 

project in collaboration with the US Environmental Protection Agency and the American Water Works 

Association for use by state, local, tribal, and territorial public health and environmental protection 

agencies and water utilities. The project is focusing on scaling and targeting an advisory strategy for 

community water systems when they need to assure public awareness or issue a boil water notice, 

https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/cdc/view?id=QZPH9C&pw=20100316-A
http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/mahc
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http://nehacert.org/moodle/course/view.php?id=171
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/Docs/JEH/2009/July-Aug_09_Kalis_Miller.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/Docs/JEH/2009/July-Aug_09_Kalis_Miller.pdf
http://nehacert.org/moodle/course/view.php?id=172
http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/Workforce_Development/EPHOC.htm
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http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/Docs/JEH/2010/Mar_EPHOC.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/Docs/JEH/2010/Mar_EPHOC.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/Workforce_Development/EPHOC.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/Workforce_Development/EHTER.htm
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=51946
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/EHSNet/default.htm


Environmental Health Specialist Network (EHS-Net) use of the Environmental Health Systems 

Approach to outbreak investigation.  The goal of this training program is to enhance global food safety 

by using cutting-edge training technologies to develop a highly engaging and interactive free e-

learning program.  The training course currently under development will include:  1. Introduction; 2. 

Local Environmental Assessments; 3. Multi-jurisdictional Environmental Assessments; 4. Nationwide 

Environmental Assessments; and 5. Concluding Actions.  Find out more about the state of this state 

of the art training program and improving outbreak environmental assessments in Carol Selman’s 

JEH column. 

 

EHS-Net: National Voluntary Environmental Assessment Information System 

Food-safety programs need information on contributing factors and environmental antecedents of 

foodborne illness outbreaks to improve their surveillance activities and engage in other foodborne 

illness outbreak prevention activities. However, this information is lacking. A National Voluntary 

Environmental Assessment Information System (NVEAIS) could provide food-safety program 

managers with an information resource that could fill this gap.  The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention’s Environmental Health Specialists Network (EHS-Net), through its experience in 

conducting environmental assessments in foodborne illness outbreaks and reporting the results to 

CDC as part of its Foodborne Illness Outbreak Study, provides a model for such an information 

system.  

NVEAIS will be used to identify factors that can be routinely monitored to prevent or reduce the risk 

for foodborne illness outbreaks. Information collected through NVEAIS will be used to:  establish a 

detailed characterization of food vehicles and monitor food vehicle trends; identify and monitor 

contributing factors and their environmental antecedents; and provide a basis for hypothesis 

generation regarding factors that may support foodborne outbreak events. With this information, food 

safety programs and the food industry will have information to guide the planning, implementation and 

evaluation of foodborne illness prevention activities. 

Council to Improve Foodborne Outbreak Response 

The Council to Improve Foodborne Outbreak Response (CIFOR) is a multidisciplinary working group 

convened to increase collaboration across the country and across relevant areas of expertise in order 

to reduce the burden of foodborne illness in the United States. The Council of State and Territorial 

Epidemiologists (CSTE) and the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) 

are co-chairing CIFOR with support from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/Docs/JEH/2009/Sept_09_Selman.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/EHSNet/default.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/EHSNet/nveais.htm
http://www.cifor.us/
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http://www.cifor.us/documents/CIFORGuidelinesforFoodborneDiseaseOutbreakResponse.pdf
http://www.cifor.us/ImplementingtheCIFORGuidelines.cfm
http://www.cifor.us/ImplementingtheCIFORGuidelines.cfm
http://www.neha.org/epi_ready/
mailto:Janet.Williams@fda.hhs.gov
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http://www.cdc.gov/ncezid/


Food Safety remains a priority for CDC Director Tom Frieden.  Art Liang may have an every other 

month meeting with the Director.  Frieden has been the Director for almost a year.  His “3 R’s 

Initiatives” are Rats – Restaurants – Radiation. 

CDC will begin a new engagement with USDA FSIS "FSIS-CDC Leadership Collaboration Forum" 

similar to the monthly meetings with high-level leadership at FDA.  The CDC-FDA Food Safety 

Collaboration Forum was held March 9-10, 2010, in Atlanta.  Areas for improved coordination and 

collaboration were discussed. 

The annual FoodNet Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report on foodborne disease trends is planned 

to be published on April 15. 

Art Liang will assume CDC liaison duties from Charles Otto for the next conference cycle effective at 

the conclusion of the Wednesday board meeting. 

 


